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ARRIVAL AND FIRST DAYS IN NEW GLARUS*
Niklaus Darst

1845 on July 17th, we purchased for the esteemed Emigration Society of
the Canton of Glarus, at the land office in Mineral Point, Wisconsin Territory,

1200 (twelve hundred) acres of land, namely in Greene County township 4 range
7, at the government price of 1 1/4 dollars per acre which on the following days
we had surveyed and divided up in 60 lots (parcels) by the surveyor Comfort
whom we had to pay wages of 3 dollars per day.

Sunday, 20th inst. Mr.

Friedrich Streiff and myself, together with our present wagoner, Mr. Friedrich
Rudolf of Zurzach (Switzerland) have moved into our Colony of New Glarus, we
have on this day done the first work on our shelters, lit the first fire in this very
place, took the first food, caught the first fish in the brook [?], had the first bread
baked by myself, slept for the first time in this very place, and on this day the
said Mr. Rodolf fetched for us a load of lumber or boards at a saw mill.

-The excerpt is taken from a photostatic copy of two pages which belong
to a diary, so far missing, of Judge Niklaus Diirst, the agent for the Emigration
Society of Glarus. The copy is in the possession of Dr. Georg Diirst, 8127
Forch, Switzerland. The translation was prepared by Hedwig Rappolt. See
Schelbert, ed., New Glarus, pp. 147-149.
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Mr. Frey, our co-worker, who in the meantime [had gone] from here to Mineral

Point to Como in Illinois in the belief that the emigrants were there, to welcome
them and accompany them to the Colony, but returned .on the 22nd inst. with the
report, so disappointing to us, that he had neither met up with the emigrants nor
received any letters from Mr. M. H. Blumer. In the days following his return
we had the land surveyed and divided up, as mentioned above, and on the 6th of
August he travelled back home.

Then on the 8th inst., in a manner most

remarkable to us, two men came from the emigrants, P. Grob and M. Durst, and
brought us the welcome report that the emigrants for whom we had waited so
long had arrived in St. Louis several days ago already and were waiting for us,
and had sent them out to search for us (as they had heard that we were dead) until
they had information about us etc. On the morning of the 9th I travelled back
with them to receive the emigrants in St. Louis; however on the 11th inst. we
already met up with them in Galena, had to wait there a few days because of the

wagon teams so that on the 17th finally we could move into the Colony with the ·
emigrants.

On the 20th inst. the first chickens were bought by the emigrant

Fridolin Becker of Ennenda and taken to the Colony, and on the 23rd the first
three cows and three calves were bought by Messrs. Balthasar and David
Schindler of Mollis, Fridolin Streiff of Schwanden, and Fridolin Hosli of
Diesbach, and taken to the Colony by them and myself. However, one of these
cows and one calf ran back on the way.
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